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EDITOR’S NOTE

THE PRESENT VOLUME attests to the commitment that the Modern Greek
Studies Yearbook will continue to serve the fields of Greek and Slavic studies as
reflected in its augmented title.  During the last fifteen years, the Yearbook has
expanded into a broader forum serving the international scholarly community
through carefully researched studies emphasizing interactions between peoples
and institutions of the Mediterranean basin and Eastern Europe, indeed of
Eurasia.

Central to this volume’s contributions are articles dealing with
contemporary issues of Eastern Orthodoxy in their historical perspectives.  The
two leading articles in this group, by Stephen Batalden and Jaroslav Pelikan
respectively, were originally presented at the Annual James W. Cunningham
Memorial Lecture series on Eastern Orthodox History and Culture held at the
University of Minnesota.  Batalden’s article, “Religious Property Restitution in
the Balkans: Denationalization and Resacralization in the Period of Transition,”
underscores the significance of ecclesiastical property which, following the
collapse of the Soviet bloc, has become a thorny problem with vast political,
economic, and social repercussions in the successor states and beyond.
Pelikan’s contribution, “The Eastern Orthodox Quest for Confessional Identity:
Where Does Orthodoxy Confess What It Believes and Teaches?,” addresses
our understanding of the dynamics of religious tradition, which is currently
being challenged and its relation to modernity reassessed.  The persistence of
Eastern Orthodoxy as an important cultural catalyst may be observed further in
the frequent invocations of the past in order to redress modern values, as
evidenced by John D. Strickland’s essay on “Remembering Rus in Modern
Russia: The Orthodox Church and Its Cultural Mission before the Revolution,”
and by Jennifer Wynot’s article which addresses the same phenomenon during
the Soviet and post-Soviet periods.  Similarly, “The Eastern Orthodox Church
in Poland since World War II,” by Edward Wynot, reminds us of cultural and
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ecclesiastical interactions in this predominantly Roman Catholic state which
need further exploration.

In a rather daring interpretation of Paul of Aleppo’s travel accounts of
his father, Patriarch Macarios of Antioch, through the Balkans and Eastern
Europe in the seventeenth century, Charles Halperin paints a complex mosaic
of Ottoman and European realities and contradictions decidedly colored by the
narrator’s worldview.  Halperin’s essay is a model of how travel literature,
critically and creatively examined, may yield fresh insights into a particular
culture and historical period.  Perhaps this volume’s most extensive
contribution, found in the Research Aids section, is the attempt by Kristi
Groberg to compile the most comprehensive bibliography to date on Vladimir
Sergeevich Solov’ev, on the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of his death.
Solov’ev’s reputation as Russia’s first systematic philosopher and religious
thinker, whose influence on Russian culture has been universally
acknowledged, derives in part from the fact that he occupied himself with such
crucial questions as religion and ethnicity, ecumenicism, and Orthodox Russia’s
attitude toward Europe.  The resurgence of scholarly interest in Solov’ev and
in Eastern Orthodoxy are reassuring signs that the Yearbook’s emphasis
coincides with current research initiatives and publishing needs.  In this
regard, we are especially pleased to include an essay by Lisa Heinrich on Serge
Alexandrovich Zenkovsky (1907-1990), whose career was devoted to the study
of medieval and modern Orthodox history and culture.

A special feature of this volume are the four essays devoted to Cyprus.
Two of these, “Correlative Spaces: Art, Identity, and Appropriation in
Lusignan Cyprus,” by Annemarie Weyl Carr, and “A History of Neglect:
Cypriot Writing in the Period of Venetian Rule,” by David Holton, were
originally presented as part of the Twenty-first Annual Celebration of Greek
Letters held at the University of Minnesota in May 1998.  Both of these essays
admirably place Cyprus in the Mediterranean and European artistic and
literary contexts.  The essay, “Missing Persons in Cyprus as Ethnomartyres,” by
Paul Sant Cassia, is an anthropologist’s approach to the study of a persisting
problem in Cypriot mentalité resulting from the 1974 Turkish invasion of
Cyprus, while Sotiris Rizas’s review essay is a commentary on a slowly but
surely emerging revisionist approach to the analysis of national and
international forces that led to the Cyprus invasion of 1974.

It is evident from the above that the range of the contributions in this
issue is both diachronic and multi-disciplinary.  This is further exemplified by
the essays which deal primarily with Greece proper and the Greeks of the
diaspora. In our effort to encourage research on modern Greece, we are
pleased to bring to the attention of our colleagues the multi-volume
publication of the Konstantinos Karamanlis Archive, as described in the article
by Pavlos Tzermias.  Special mention should be made of the text translation of
All’s Well, by George Theotokas, which addresses with extraordinary sensibility
social questions such as the changing status of women in Greece during the
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interwar period, a period of increased interaction between Southeastern
Europe and the rest of the continent.  This was also the decade when politically
Greece experimented with its peculiar form of dictatorship under the Metaxas
regime, a phenomenon placed in proper perspective by Kim Munholland’s
“Reflections on Fascism.”  The topic of interwar dictatorships is also dealt with
in another context by Elizabeth Harry’s review essay, “Rethinking Stalinism.”

The publication of the Modern Greek Studies Yearbook constitutes a
major part of our efforts to promote Modern Greek studies in the broadest
context possible at the University of Minnesota.  The Yearbook and its
supplements, the Minnesota Mediterranean and East European Monographs,
along with the Annual James W. Cunningham Memorial Lecture series held
each fall and the Annual Celebration of Modern Greek Letters held in the
spring, provide an atmosphere which aims at stimulating the study and
research of the modern Greek experience.  Crucial to this endeavor has been
the establishment in 1972 of the Basil Laourdas Fellowship, with the expressed
purpose of assisting interested graduate students to pursue their advanced
training in European history with emphasis in Modern Greek studies and
Greek-Slavic relations in modern times.  The fellowship, which has already
been instrumental in helping several graduate students to complete their
programs, is open to applicants on a competitive basis.

It remains for me to thank those whose constant support make this
whole enterprise possible.  First and foremost, the colleagues who continue to
expand the field with their contributions through the Yearbook’s forum; then,
as always, those who provide financial and moral support, the University of
Minnesota, especially the Department of History, the Institute for Global
Studies, the College of Liberal Arts, and the University Library; the Friends of
the Modern Greek Studies Program who contribute toward the promotion and
distribution of the Yearbook; and, finally, my graduate students, whose
continued interest in the field provides an ongoing stimulus, and my able
editorial staff, who never cease to amaze me with their industry and dedication.

Theofanis G. Stavrou
Director, Modern Greek Studies

University of Minnesota




