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EDITOR’S NOTE

THE EMPHASIS of the fourth volume of the Modern Greek Studies Yearbook
on the twentieth century has been determined partly by the need to reconsider
some important developments in southern Europe in general and Greece in
particular since World War II. The transition from authoritarianism to
democratic institutions in places such as Portugal, Spain and Greece during the
last two decades, the emergence of the European Economic Community, the
latter’s ambitious targets with a 1992 deadline, and the challenges this poses for
its younger members as well as those seeking admission, invite discussion in a
historical and comparative context. Hence the lead article by Stanley S. Payne
in which he provides a historian’s perspective on the question of “dictatorship
and democratization” in the region. Payne’s clear and insightful analysis sets
the stage for the more specialized essay by Van Coufoudakis in which he
discusses the “democratic transition to socialism in post-war Greece” bringing
the story as close to the present as possible. Even the question of a permanent
home for the Olympic games, a question of the politics of sports as it relates to
Greece and as discussed by Alfred Erich Senn, takes on special meaning when
viewed in a political, cultural and indeed ecological perspective. In the final
analysis, some of these questions are variations of a persistent theme in Greek
history with powerful social, economic as well as political implications, a theme
which evokes issues of national identity, security, orientation, and response to
internal and external forces. This theme is elegantly touched upon in the essay
by Dimitris Tziovas as he reexamines “the mythical journey and the crisis of
Greek Identity” through a “rereading” of Argo, the well-known novel of the
interwar years by George Theotokas, one of Greece’s sharpest social and
cultural critics. Two other works by Theotokas supplement Tziovas’s
presentation: The Daemon which constitutes the main text translation of the
present volume and the Diary Notebooks, the latter reviewed extensively by
Donald E. Martin who also translated The Daemon. In a subtle way an aspect
of this polychromatic theme reemerges in the essay by S. Victor Papacosma,
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xii Editor’s Note

who discusses the recent historical literature on “Greek diplomacy during
World War I and the interwar years,” and by Lars Baerentzen, who through
Hagen Fleischer’s “monumental history of the war years” discusses the
occupation of Greece during World War II.  The response to these crises is as
much a legitimate area of inquiry as the crises themselves, especially since they
affected profoundly all sections of society from the political and intellectual
elites to the average citizen. In this respect, popular culture, whether it is
reflected in the Karagiozis performance as discussed by Linda Myrsiades or in
the nature and the creative powers of the Greek loom as presented by Anna
Sikelianos, acquires semiotic significance. One can argue that this theme is
further sustained with varied degrees of sophistication by many of the other
contributions to the volume, such as Elizabeth Constantinides’s essay
concerning the centrality of the sea in the life and work of Alexandros
Papadiamantis and Johannes Irmscher’s brief but useful article on the
distinguished career of the Greek scholar Constantine Carathéodory during the
interwar years in Germany.

Despite the present volume’s emphasis on the twentieth century, the
Yearbook’s commitment to and interest in a diachronic view of Greek culture is
evidenced by several contributions which take us chronologically all the way to
the classical period. For example, the second text chosen for translation is a
Byzantine one, The Fruit Book, rendered into English with a commentary by
Mark C. Bartusis, and the main article in the “Research Aids” section by Eva
C. Keuls is a critical presentation of the “different data bases for the study of
ancient Greek iconography.”

A characteristic of the fourth volume which bears pointing out is that
its contents reflect directly the scholarly activity or sponsorship of such activity
in the field of modern Greek studies at the University of Minnesota. The
articles by Payne and Coufoudakis were originally prepared in connection with
a conference on the transition from dictatorship to democracy in southern
Europe held at the University of Minnesota in the spring of 1988 under the
sponsorship of the Western European Area Studies Program. Tziovas’s essay
on Theotokas was the main address at the Tenth Annual Celebration of
Modern Greek Letters held at the O. Meredith Wilson Library in the spring of
1987. One of the objectives of these annual events has been to introduce to
the English speaking world modern Greek writers and issues normally not
easily accessible. Among other things, the annual events have contributed
substantially to the broadening of the hitherto restricted Greek literary canon
in the United States by focusing on such important but relatively little-known
writers as Papadiamantis and Theotokas and by promoting translation of their
works into English. This concern over the availability of sources has prompted
the establishment of the Nostos series in modern Greek history and culture
which now claims seventeen volumes, as well as the Yearbook’s commitment to
translating significant documents from Greek into English. The success of the
Yearbook in this regard has also prompted us to initiate a new publication
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series, along the lines of the Greek parartimata or Russian prilozheniia
(supplements), which will focus on specific topics characterized by a unifying
theme. These supplements to the Yearbook which may result chiefly from
conference proceedings will not limit themselves to the Greek world but rather
will invite scholarly projects illuminating a variety of aspects touching on the
Christian East—Orthodoxos Anatoli or Pravoslavnyi Vostok. This emphasis on
Greek-Slavic relations through the prism of Eastern Orthodoxy also reflects a
field of graduate studies promoted through the History Department of the
University of Minnesota, as does the essay in this volume by our Soviet
colleague Boris Fonkich on the A. N. Murav'ev-related Greek manuscript
collection, and the review article by Jack V. Haney on Maksim Grek, the Greek
humanist in sixteenth-century Muscovy. In fact, the fifth volume (1989) will
include several contributions on Greek-Slavic cultural relations, among them
one by Hugh Olmsted on Maksim Grek and one by Boris Fonkich on the
“Greek Book” in seventeenth-century Russia. In connection with the
Yearbook’s emphasis on Greek-Slavic relations, I would also like to point out
the addition to our editorial board of the Soviet scholar, Grigorii L. Arsh, well-
known for his work in modern Balkan and Greek history.

Understandably, a scholarly journal should strive primarily to serve the
needs of its constituency. In the case of the Modern Greek Studies Yearbook
the commitment is to the study of Hellenism in the broadest historical,
geographical and cultural context possible. But it is our view that the journal
also has a responsibility, to the extent that this is possible, to inform its readers
on philosophical and methodological issues relevant to teaching and research in
the social sciences and the humanities. And in this spirit, the questions raised
by Karl F. Morrison’s essay “Professional Ethics of a Historian in an Age of
Moral Revolution” could be as significant to the reader of the Modern Greek
Studies Yearbook as they might be to the reader of any other professional
historical journal. The same can be said about books reviewed in the Yearbook,
especially those not dealing entirely or principally with modern Hellenism.
They contribute substantially to the ongoing scholarly dialogue, especially since
we do not arbitrarily limit the length of the reviews. With this issue we are
adding a new dimension to the dialogue by providing space for “Comments
and Responses.”

Finally a word or two about practical matters. Because of technical
difficulties, a major “Research Aids” article dealing with the history of the
Greek community in Venice and reporting on the scholarly activity of the
Venice Greek Institute for Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies, prepared by
the Institute’s former director, M. I. Manoussacas, could not be included in the
present volume. It will be published in the forthcoming volume (1989). Our
readers will note that one of the articles in this volume is written in modern
Greek with extensive passages in German. As our technical facilities improve,
we will consider for review articles in non-English languages including Greek.
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But we should remind potential contributors that the majority of the articles
and definitely the lead articles in the Yearbook will always be in English.

Publishing the Modern Greek Studies Yearbook remains as demanding
a task as it is exciting. It continues to appear regularly because of the generous
help and dedication from colleagues and friends. Joan Sommerfeld and Kevin
Haukeness, my able assistants, continue to amaze me with their innovative
skills and the professionalism they bring to the project. For the preparation of
this volume we have benefited greatly from the voluntary contributions of
Eugene A. Sommerfeld. Finally, as always I want to express my appreciation
to the College of Liberal Arts, the Western European Area Studies Program,
and the History Department of the University of Minnesota for their continued
generous support of the project.

The year 1988 turned out to be a good one for modern Greek studies
in the United States. Probably the most auspicious event was the inauguration
of the Center for Hellenic Studies at New York University under a fourteen-
million dollar grant from the Alexander S. Onassis Foundation. Undoubtedly
this will stimulate interest in and development of the field. This year also
marked the twentieth anniversary of the Modern Greek Studies Association
which was reflectively celebrated at Princeton University. The occasion
provided an opportunity to assess the state of the art of modern Greek studies
in the United States and consider ways for promoting the field in the future.
This, the fourth volume of the Yearbook is offered to the scholarly community
as a token of the ways by which the University of Minnesota has contributed to
the development of the field during the last decade.

Theofanis G. Stavrou
Director, Modern Greek Studies
University of Minnesota





