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Blocking the Sun is a provocative study of the Cyprus question during the past
fifty years. The author maintains that the division of the island did not result
from strife between Greek and Turkish Cypriots. On the contrary, he believes
that Turkey had planned since the late 1950s to control northern Cyprus. To
this end, Ankara helped provoke and indeed manipulated intercommunal
violence as a pretext for the 1974 invasion.

With a fresh eye, Scherer discusses the diplomatic complexities of the
Cyprus question, particularly since 1974, and suggests options for the
government of Cyprus to recover the occupied territory and reunite the
country. An informative and lucid account, Scherer’s book could be read
profitably by all concerned for a fair and lasting peaceful solution to the Cyprus
question.

John L. Scherer is the founding editor of USSR Facts and Figures Annual and
China Facts and Figures Annual. He has published many books and articles
about the Soviet Union, nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russia, terrorism,
and foreign affairs.
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